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the horse-races in the Hippodrome hard by. On the last day the
victors were proclaimed by a herald and crowned with a wreath
of wild olive by the stewards of the games. That was the only
official prize; but a victory at Olympia evoked boundless en-
thusiasm among the fellow townsfolk of the successful athlete.
He was received home with the most extravagant rejoicings.
He was f£ted, loaded with rewards, and often provided, if he
needed them, with free meals in the town-hall for life. In this
matter, indeed, the Greeks were apt to abandon their habitual
self-restraint; and to such a pitch did the hero-worship run
that it ended by ruining the spirit of the games.  Specialization
set in;  and the professional athlete supplanted the all-round
amateur*   One poet declared that the country was ruined by
this new breed of 'pot-hunter'. He was apt to be a swagger-
ing, pugnacious bully.   His muscular over-development erred
against the strict canons of physical proportions.  He trained
on a diet of meat.  But the hero-worship of athletes had one
admirable result. Their victories in the games were celebrated
in a way which was natural to an artistic people.   Artists
moulded statues to be set up in commemoration of their
prowess. Poets wrote odes in their honour. Here is the beginning
of an ode written by Pindar on the winner of the Boys1 Pancra-
tion at the Isthmian Games held near Corinth.
Oleander in his April prime to free
From toiPs effect with ransom of renown
And pay the pains that won his Isthmian crown
As erst Ms Nemean, let one of ye,
Young men, awake for him the chant of victory,
Soon as your revel choir are come
To the pranked portals of his home.
STADIUM AT DELPHI (see opposite)
The Stadium lies half in the shadow of the precipitous cliffs of Mount
Parnassus. Across the nearer end of the course stretches a stone sill used for
starting-point or goal in the races.

